







September 16, 2005

Mitt Romney, Governor

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

State House, Room 360

Boston, MA 02133

Re: Closing of Savoy State Forest to Off Road Vehicles

Dear Governor Romney,

I am writing to ask for your help. Thousands of individuals, families, and children throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts participate in the outdoor sport of riding Off Road Vehicles (ORVs).  Recently the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) closed Savoy State Forest to all motorized trail use, therefore prohibiting ORVs.

As an ORV enthusiast, I have traditionally relied upon the Commonwealth to provide riding opportunities within the state forests.  This long standing tradition dates back to the 1950’s when many motorized trails were constructed in state forests by volunteers from local trail motorcycle clubs.  As recent as nine years ago, thirty-four Massachusetts State Forests were open to ORVs.  Since that time, the DCR has closed twenty-six state forests to ORVs.  After DCRs recent decision to close Savoy, there are only seven remaining forests open to ORV use.  This is devastating to the ORV community.  These closures continue to place a strain on the existing trial systems.  I fear that if this continues at its current rate, the forests will all close forcing law abiding citizens to become outlaws.  Outlaws, who are riding illegally by merely enjoying their state forests that they have worked so hard to maintain over the years.  This hardly seems the proper way to treat the honest citizens of this state.
Contrary to the few instances that have caused this recreation to be ill-perceived, many clubs continue to volunteer countless hours of labor to maintain the existing state forests trail system and provide education for this recreation. There are many families with children who enjoy this sport.  It would be a shame to imagine that the children of Massachusetts will grow up feeling that this recreational sport is a bad thing.  Please take a moment to think this through for the future of our children and this outdoor recreational activity.  I respectfully ask that you offer your assistance to help the ORV community.   
I am in deep appreciation of your anticipated effort in this regard.

Sincerely,

